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Northwestern State University Magazine 


James T. Genovese (1971) 
President 


Northwestern State University 


GREETINGS 


Dear Alumni, 


The past few months have been a whirlwind! I'm reflecting 
on what a tremendous year 2024 has been as we wrap 

up the commemoration of the 140th year of our beloved 
Northwestern. Supporting NSU is more crucial than ever, 
and | hope you will read more in this edition about the 140 
Campaign. 


So many exciting things are happening at Northwestern: 
research and instruction in Artificial Intelligence, student 
service projects, alumni making their mark in the world -- all 
these endeavors enhance NSU's reputation. 


NSU has streamlined the registration process for new, 
returning and transfer students. If you know someone 
considering taking classes, finishing a degree they started 
years ago or starting a new degree, send them to us and 
we will take care of them. NSU provides the best student 
experience at the most affordable price in Louisiana, | 
promise. 


| wish you all health and happiness in 2025. Come see us 
soon! 


Jill Bankston (1997) 
Director 
Alumni & Development 


Read the Columns online 
by scanning this QR code. 


Calling All Alumni! “If Not Me, Who? If Not Now, When?” 


We are celebrating 140 years of Northwestern State 
University by individually donating $140 and asking others 
to donate $140. Currently, Northwestern has approximately 
15,021 living donors and 75,157 living alumni in our 
database. Help us increase that percentage in 2025. 


The purpose of the 140th Anniversary Campaign is to 
increase the number of folks who “have their hands on 

the rope,’ as President Genovese says. Being a donor at 
Northwestern will bring you more joy than you can imagine. 
Giving is an experience that makes us feel happy and 
purposeful and paves the way for deserving students at 
NSU. You can give any amount and designate where you 
feel passionate. 


Our goal is to get more alumni, or better stated...our goal 

is to have YOU become a donor! NSU needs you! Become a 
part of the momentum that’s happening right now. Become 
a donor by making a gift to NSU’s 140th Anniversary 
Campaign. If you haven't donated in a while or ever, “it’s 
time to get some skin in the game!” 


To donate visit www.nsu.la/NSU140 or mail your gift to the 
NSU Foundation, 535 University Parkway, Natchitoches, LA 
71497. Please contact us at (318) 357-4411. 


northwesternstatealumni.com 
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NSU NEWS 


Campus Women grow relationships supporting NSU 


Northwestern State’s Campus Women’s 
Club hosted a pre-Thanksgiving brunch to 
welcome First Lady Martha Genovese to 
the NSU family. Two other special guests 
were present, former First Ladies Brenda 
Webb and Jennifer Maggio. 

The brunch featured recipes from 
the Campus Women cookbook, “In 
Good Taste,’ as well as special selections 
prepared by Sodexo Chef Jimier 
Anderson. 

Women from all sectors of campus 
attended the event to meet the new first 
lady. Reatha Cox, vice president for the 
Student Experience and dean of students, 
offered greetings and introduced Mrs. 
Genovese, a former NSU student. 

Mrs. Genovese has been married to NSU 
President James Genovese for 36 years. 
Together they have five daughters, four 
grandchildren and one great grandson. 

Mrs. Genovese attended NSU as a 
nursing major from 1968-69. She joined 
the United State Air Force in 1969 and 
served as a medic for six years, before 
being honorably discharged as a staff 
sergeant in 1976. After her service in 
the Air Force, she attended Colorado 
Springs Business College and LSU- 
Eunice. Her career includes working as 
a legal secretary for 11 years, working in 
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First Lady Martha Genovese, center, with former —§ www.northwesternstatealumni.com/ 
first ladies Brenda Webb and Jennifer Maggio. 


NSU’s Campus Women’s Club was created in 1949 to promote service and scholarship. From 
left are Laurie Morrow, executive director for Economic Development and Advancement; 
Stephanie Dyjack, general manager of Campus Living Villages; alumna Jackie Crew, First 
Lady Martha Genovese, former first ladies Jennifer Maggio and Brenda Webb, Vice President 
for The Student Experience and Dean of Students Reatha Cox and Hannah Wenninger, 
administrative assistant to the president. 


a medical office for two years and as a 


receptionist until her retirement in 2017. cc 

NSU’s Campus Women’s Club was 4) O O 
organized in 1949 for women affiliated ” 
with the university — faculty, staff, Tas te 
administrators, students and 
volunteers. Dues were set at $1 ; 
and the first meeting included 
square dancing and games. The 
organization's purpose is to promote 
service and scholarship as well as 
develop friendships and networking 
opportunities for women across 
campus. 

Campus Women first released 
“In Good Taste” in 1989 and issued 
a second printing in 2020, a project 
spearheaded by Jennifer Maggio. 
Proceeds from sales of the cookbook 


go towards student scholarships The cookbook is available for purchase online at 
and programs that support students’ www.northwesternstatealumni.com/ingoodtaste/ 
academic and personal growth. Cost: $25 (plus $3 shipping and handling fee) 


Copies of “In Good Taste” are 


available for purchase online at Proceeds will support 


scholarships for students. 


ingoodtaste/. 


This public document was published at a total cost of $19,044.08. 56,012 copies of this public document were published in this first printing at a cost of $19,044.08. The total cost of all printings 
of this document, including reprints is $19,044.08. This document was published by Northwestern State University Office of University Advancement and printed by Progress Printing Plus, 
2677 Waterlick Road, Lynchburg, Virginia 24502 to foster and promote the mutually beneficial relationship between Northwestern State University and its alumni, supporters and community 
partners. This material was printed in accordance with standards for printing by state agencies established pursuant to R.S. 43.31. Printing of this material was purchased in accordance with the 


provisions of Title 43 of the Louisiana Revised Statues. 
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The formal investiture of James Genovese as Northwestern State University’s 21st president took place Oct. 25. 


Investiture is a ‘full circle moment’ for President Genovese 


With anthems, celebration and words 
of welcome from the student body and 
faculty, James T. Genovese was invested 
as Northwestern State University’s 21st 
president Oct. 25. 

NSU faculty and delegates from other 
colleges and universities in full academic 
regalia led a formal procession to begin 
the ceremony that was interspersed with 
special musical selections and greetings 
from Student Body President Terrell “TJ” 
Woodard Jr., Faculty Senate President 
Dr. Frank Serio and Dr. Kim Hunter Reed, 
Louisiana Commissioner of Higher 
Education. 

“President Genovese, your vision and 
commitment to the continued betterment 
of Northwestern State University resonate 
deeply,’Woodard said.“You embody the 
spirit of innovation and collaboration that 
we strive for as a student body.” 

Serio said he is assured that Genovese 
“understood that the existential purpose 
for a university is to provide a strong 
educational foundation for students to 
build their careers and in fact their lives on 
and that he has demonstrated even in the 
brief time he has been in the office that 
he will listen to the concerns of the faculty 
and support the work of the faculty and 
advocate for the needs of the faculty.’ 

Woodard, University of Louisiana System 
President Rick Gallot and Robert “Skeeter” 


Salim, a 1972 graduate, recent appointee 
to the UL System Board of Supervisors and 
long-time friend of Genovese, joined to 
install the new president, presenting the 
robes and other ceremonial trappings of 
office. 

Genovese said the investiture was a full 
circle moment. 

“Thank you all for being here today and 
participating in this investiture, one of the 
greatest honors of my life; he said. “It is an 
opportunity to reflect on the journey that 
brought me here and the exciting future 
that lies ahead for Northwestern State 
University. 

“The investiture of a president is not 
just a celebration of one individual. It’s a 
symbolic moment for our entire university 
community. It marks the start of a new 
chapter, not only in my personal journey 
but in the story of Northwestern, a story 
that began 140 years ago and continues to 
evolve and innovate and inspire. 

“As | reflect on the honor of being 
entrusted with the leadership of this 
beloved institution, | am reminded of 
my own journey that began right here at 
Northwestern. My relationship with this 
university is not just professional. It’s deeply 
personal. | was once a student walking 
these same halls and grounds unsure 
of what the future held but confident 
that Northwestern would provide the 


foundation needed to succeed. 

“I'm proud to say that Northwestern 
exceeded all my expectations and today 
| return not just as an alumnus but as the 
president of this incredible university. It’s 
truly a full circle moment for me and | 
couldn't be prouder. 

“This university has a rich history and 
a bright future, and I’m honored to lead 
us into the next chapter. Together we will 
continue to build on the legacy of those 
who came before us, preparing future 
generations to lead, innovate and inspire,” 
Genovese said. 

Special guests at the ceremony included 
the Genovese family, First Lady Martha 
Genovese, daughters Adrian, Sarah and 
Elizabeth and the president's brother 
Robert Genovese, along with numerous 
local and state elected officials, colleagues 
from the legal community, chancellors and 
presidents of several academic institutions, 
alumni and longtime friends of the 
Genovese family. 

Academic investiture has symbolized 
the pursuit of knowledge since the Middle 
Ages and incorporates many academic 
traditions, such as the presentation of the 
president's chain, regalia and mace, which 
represent the president's leadership and 
responsibility for the university. 

The NSU's president's chain holds the 
seal of the university cast in bronze with 
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NSU NEWS 


Long Purple Line inductees, outstanding alumni honored 


= 


Virginia Monceret, right, and Patricia 
Hrapmann were named NSU Alumni 
Association Volunteers of the Year. 
Hrapmann was unable to attend. 


Service Award. 


engraved platelets bearing the names of 
all former presidents. The regalia, a gift 
from the Student Government Association 
on behalf of the student body, represents 
the mutual trust, respect and collaboration 
between students and administration and 
incorporates design elements exclusive 

to the regalia of Northwestern State's 
president. The walnut and bronze mace 
bears the seal of the university with details 
of oak and pine. The mace is topped with 
a silver fleur de lis finial symbolizing the 
French heritage of the area and is encircled 
by the original Latin motto of the school, 
“Educatio Adulescentis Est Civiliatis Salus,” 
“The Education of the Youth is the Salvation 
of the State.’ 

Genovese is a native of Opelousas who 
previously served as an associate justice 
on the Louisiana Supreme Court. He 
was named NSU’s 21st president on July 
18, 2024. Genovese graduated from the 
Academy of the Immaculate Conception in 


Carrie Beth Hough received the 
Outstanding Alumna Distinguished 


Leighann Westfall received the 
Outstanding Young Alumna 
Distinguished Service Award. 


Opelousas in 1967 and earned a Bachelor 
of Arts degree from Northwestern State 
University in 1971. He received a juris 
doctorate from Loyola University in New 
Orleans in 1974 with honors in property 
law. Genovese practiced law in Acadiana 
from 1974-1995 and was past president, 
vice president and secretary-treasurer of 
the St. Landry Parish Bar Association. He is 
a member of the Louisiana Bar Association, 
Colorado Bar Association and American 
Bar Association. He is admitted to the bar 
in all state and federal courts in Louisiana, 


including the United States Supreme Court. 


As an undergraduate at NSU, Genovese 
was a four-year letterman in tennis at No. 
1 Singles and Doubles. He was named 
to Who's Who Among Universities and 
Colleges, Who’s Who Among Greek 
Fraternities and Sororities of America and 
Outstanding College Athletes of America. 
He was also president of Tau Kappa Epsilon 
Fraternity and involved with Interfraternity 


Six alumni were inducted into NSU’s 
Long Purple Line, the university's alumni 
hall of distinction, during Homecoming 
festivities. From left are Doug Ireland, 
Henry Burns, Dr. Chris Maggio, Robert 
“Skeeter” Salim and Dr. Steve Horton 
(back row). The late Jack Brittain Jr. was 
represented by his sisters, Judge Lala 

| Sylvester, Dr. Cissy Picou, Rebecca Morris, 
Eliza Behrendsen and Cookie Richardson. 


NORTHWESTERN STATE UNIVERSITY 


LONG PURPLE LINE 
2024. 


Sid Hall, center, and Frank Hall, right, received NSU 
Alumni Association Distinguished Supporter Service 
Award. 


Council, Student Government Association 
and intramurals. Genovese was inducted 
into the Long Purple Line, NSU’s alumni 
hall of distinction, in 2018. 

Genovese is married to Martha Anne 
Janes, who also attended Northwestern 
State, and is the father of daughters, 
Celeste, Stephanie, Adrienne and Sarah, 
and a stepdaughter, Elizabeth. He is the 
grandfather of four. 

The Investiture was held in conjunction 
with Homecoming festivities and a 
celebration of the 140th anniversary 
of Northwestern State’s founding in 
1884. Following the program, the NSU 
community and alumni gathered for the 
Long Purple Line luncheon and induction 
to honor esteemed alumni. Friday's events 
also included the annual Homecoming 
parade in downtown Natchitoches and a 
pep rally on riverbank. 

For information on Northwestern State, 
visit www.nsula.edu. 


NORTHWESTERN STATE UNIVERSITY 3 


NSU NEWS 


NSU Food Pantry combats food insecurity for stretched students 


“It’s hard to focus in class, if all you can 
focus on is that your stomach is growling,’ 
said Kacy Young of Shreveport, student 
coordinator of the NSU Food Pantry. “I 
never knew just how important resources 
like this were. Many students across all 
college campuses struggle with food 
insecurity at some point, and resources 
such as our Food Pantry can help combat 
this struggle.” 

Young and the NSU Food Pantry 
student leadership team -- Volunteer 
Coordinator Brooke Straight of St. 
Francisville, Inventory Coordinator 
Ellie Hardy of Haughton and Events 
Coordinator Lyla Monroe of Rayville 
-- organize and promote The Pantry and 
oversee training for 30-50 volunteers each 
semester. 

“There always seems to be a greater 
need as we draw nearer to the end of 
the semester, as many student budgets 
get tight,’ Young said. “We try and open 
during breaks if we have volunteers 
available. If not, we extend our hours 
during the week before to allow students 
who need to utilize The Pantry time to be 
able to stop by.” 

All NSU and BPCC@NSU students are 
welcome to use The Pantry free of charge 
for non-perishable food items, toiletries, 
cleaning supplies, kitchen tools, paper 


goods, trash bags, E = 
cutlery, sanitizer, : 
personal hygiene 
products and 
other items. The 
university partners 
with student 
organizations 
and outside 
philanthropies to 
maintain inventory 
while volunteers, 
who are trained 
on the importance 
of courtesy and 
confidentiality, 
make sure The 
Pantry is clean 
and welcoming. 
Organized in the 
manner of a small 
convenience store, The Pantry is located 
on the south side of Trisler Power Plant on 
Central Avenue. Hours are 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday and 8 a.m.-noon Friday. 
NSU was one of the first universities in 
the state to create a food pantry, which 
began in 2015 as a group project for social 
work students who identified a need to 
combat food insecurity on campus. Today, 
most universities support some type of 
food bank. The Pantry was especially 


Students organized a Homecoming week food drive. From left are Kieler Soape of 
Montgomery, Bryce Juneau of Cottonport, Christopher Richard of Abbeville and Ben 
Brasseaux of Lafayette. 


Volunteer Khristine Broussard of Longville sorts and stocks 
donations to The Pantry. 


~ 


important during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
during closures and severe weather 
events. 

Young said the most popular items are 
microwave meals, breakfast items such as 
cereal, oatmeal cups and Pop-tarts; snack 
items like chips, granola bars and cookies; 
pantry staples like sugar, flour, cooking 
oil, salad dressing, sauces and spices and 
bottled water, juice and sodas. 

“Microwave meal items are appreciated 
because many of our students live in dorm 
rooms and do not have a convenient way 
to heat up canned food items, so easy 
microwave meals go quickly.’ 

Last spring, The Pantry was able to 
purchase a cold storage unit and single 
serve frozen meals through a $1,200 
grant from Swipe Out Hunger and LG 
Electronics. 

Young began volunteering at The 
Pantry her first semester at NSU and took 
on the role of student coordinator the 
following spring. While the organizational, 
leadership and problem-solving skills she 
has gained are valuable, she has also been 
able to connect with students, faculty and 
staff across campus and in the community. 

“The Pantry truly helps so many 
students that may struggle with finances 
or may just have a little time in between 
pay checks where they just need a few 
items to get through the end of a week. 
You never know what a student may be 
going through, but we all know how 
important it is for any students to eat to 
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NSU NEWS 


Veteran educators, young professional honored by Gallaspy COEHD 


HALL OF DISTINGUISHED EDUCATORS 
ESTABLISHED 2000 


COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 


NSU'’s Gallaspy College of Education and Human Development honored four alumni with induction into the Hall of Distinguished 
Educators and recognized a young alumnus as an outstanding young professional. The celebration took place Oct. 26 in 
conjunction with Homecoming festivities. From left are Dr. Neeru Deep, dean of the Gallaspy College of Education and Human 
Development; Outstanding Young Professional Jonathan Parish, 2024 Distinguished Educators Dr. William “Bill” Morrison, Andrew 
Martin and Julio Toro, Dr. Katrina Jordan, director of the School of Education; NSU President James Genovese and Dr. Greg Handel, 


executive vice president and provost. 


Food Pantry continued 


be able to focus on their academics,’ she 
said. “Through helping lead The Pantry | 
have truly seen just how generous people 
are and how willing people are to help 
students that they do not even know. That 
is truly such a beautiful thing.” 

Support from private donations has 
also been impactful and donations are 
always welcome. Monetary donations 
are also accepted through the NSU 
Foundation. Donors can visit www. 
northwesternstatealumni.com and 
support the NSU Food Pantry in the Make 
A Gift section and specifying the NSU 
Food Pantry. Facebook users can follow 
the NSU Food Pantry online. 


Super 1 Foods in Natchitoches 
partnered with the The Pantry 
in the Compassion in Action 
campaign to benefit communities 
in which stores are located. From 
left are NSU Food Pantry student 
coordinators Brooke Straight, 
Kacy Young, Ellie Hardy and Lyla 
Monroe of Rayville with store 
director Reneisha Charles, Mary- 
Katherine Horton Maggio and 
Reatha Cox. The NSU 
the Food Pantry received 
0) a $200 gift card, 
Passe 4 in addition toa 
Uf, WD) monthly donation. 
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NSU NEWS 


Compassion-filled medical mission changes lives for the better 


Four students in Northwestern State 
University’s Doctor of Nursing Practice 
program participated in a life-changing 
mission trip to San Raymundo, Guatemala, 
through Refuge International, an 
organization that brings together medical 
and non-medical professionals, educators, 
students and volunteers to serve in medical 
clinics in remote parts of Guatemala. 

The four, Stanley Owusu Danso, Stephen 
Harms, Jawun Jiles and Aaron Navarre, who 
are all pursuing the DNP’s Nurse Anesthesia 
track, joined the trip this past summer to 
serve in all aspects of anesthesia, including 
pre-op, intra-op and post-operative care. 

All were motivated by a desire to use 
their skills in anesthesia and healthcare to 
help communities in need. 

Refuge International helps deliver 
access to healthcare by establishing and 
staffing medical facilities in rural areas 
where indigenous people can go for care, 
education and nutrition. 

“| decided to participate in the mission 
because of my first-hand experience 
with the medical needs of underserved 
populations,’ Danso said. “In my home 
country of Ghana, access to healthcare 
is very limited, and | frequently consider 
how | might return to contribute toward 
improving the situation. | did not hesitate 
when | learned of this opportunity to 
help provide care to the people of San 
Raymundo,’ 

“| was raised as a missionary kid and 
have always been passionate about foreign 
missions,’ Harms said. “I wanted to be part 
of something bigger than helping our 
local community and utilize my specialized 
skills to benefit others. | also thought 
it would be great to start a tradition 
where nurse anesthesia students and 
alumni continue to serve others through 
Refugee International or other mission 
organizations.’ 

“| chose this trip for the incredible 
experience practicing my future profession 
in outside of the United States with some 
of my outstanding classmates,’ Navarre 
said. “This trip offered me the opportunity 
to expand my comfort zone, utilize my 
training and offer services to a vulnerable 
population.’ 

The medical mission was a nine-day 
commitment, including travel time. Once at 
San Raymundo, the team set up temporary 
operating rooms, a pharmacy anda 
clinic, then quickly went to work. In all, 
the mission engaged 49 volunteers from 


"POE a 


six states, 18 interpreters and four staff 

on the local team who coordinated 317 
clinical consultations, 11 pap screenings, 
78 surgical consultations, numerous 
pharmacy scripts filled and the distribution 
of vitamins and medicines. 

“Medical professionals from multiple 
states assembled to convert an old school 
building into a fully functional operating 
room,’ Navarre said. “In total, we had four 
OR tables running per day. During this time, 
my classmates and | were able to provide 
regional, neuraxial and general anesthetics 
in a safe and effective manner.’ 

The students provided anesthesia 
for hernial and gallbladder procedures, 
hysterectomy, tubal ligation, knee scopes, 
orthopedic hardware removal and a 
colostomy reversal for a patient who 
no longer needed a colostomy and was 
using torn pieces of trash bag for ostomy 
supplies. 

“We completed a total of 83 surgeries, 
the most surgeries ever performed in 
San Raymundo by Refuge International,” 
Harms said. “The students were given 
full autonomy to dictate all aspects of 
anesthesia care.’ 

“We incorporated our didactic and 
clinical preparations to assess patients 
with the help of our wonderful translators. 
After this, we were able to ensure these 
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NSU doctoral students in nurse anesthesia co 


mpleted a medical mission trip to Guatemala. 
From left are Stan Owusu Danso, Jawun Jiles, Aaron Navarre and Stephen Harms. 


patients were safe and comfortable in the 
postoperative setting,’ Navarre added. 

The students were housed in a nearby 
building and walked to the “hospital” every 
morning to find many patients who had 
camped overnight and slept in the street 
with their family. 

“These patients desperately sought 
medical treatment and were beyond 
grateful for our contribution,’ Navarre said. 
“| was even able to help mentor some 
prospective Northwestern DNP-Nurse 
Anesthesia applicants. They were RNs and 
college students interested in the field 
of anesthesia and this trip gave them an 
opportunity to ask each of us questions 
about our field and see it in action. If 
teaching is your thing, this trip is for you.’ 

All agreed that practicing in unfamiliar 
conditions with limited resources changed 
their perspectives and strongly recommend 
a similar experience to all healthcare 
providers. 

“It was very rewarding to be able to 
play a small role in impacting the lives of 
those we served in San Raymundo,’ Danso 
said. “Refuge International is a well-run 
organization. They ensured that we were 
well accommodated and safe. It was 
an honor to work alongside healthcare 
professionals from diverse backgrounds 

continued on page 8 
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NSU’s first Fulbright Scholar studying & teaching in Uzbekistan 


Christopher Doney of Alexandria spent the latter part of 2024 
exploring ancient cities, teaching English to eager learners and 
experiencing the culture of central Asia. Since August, he has been 
teaching English and world cultures at Namangan State University 
in the Republic of Uzbekistan as a U.S. Fulbright Scholar, the first 
ever NSU student to earn a Fulbright Award. 

The Fulbright Student Program is a competitive, fully funded 
student-exchange program sponsored by the U.S. Department of 
State. The program is offered to graduate and undergraduate stu- 
dents, both domestically and abroad. 

Doney earned a B.A. in liberal arts with a minor in English at NSU in 
2022 and is working towards a Master of Arts in English with a con- 
centration in writing and linguistics. He expects to graduate in May. 

“| have been so busy in Uzbekistan. Between taking on the role of 
a university instructor and teaching a full load of university classes, 
taking Uzbek classes and extensive Fulbright-related travel, | have 
not had much free time. | teach five courses with 14 hours of contact 
time per week, host two clubs and have to prepare for my classes 
each week,’ he said. 

“| have done so much traveling in Uzbekistan since | arrived here, 
and my students are wonderful. Most are young women, and | 
started working on a career pathways project that features em- 
powering young women for non-traditional occupations, as well as 
for leadership roles. Many of the young women here are expected 
to be wives/mothers and to work as seamstresses in the mills, and 
that is fine if that is what they really want to do, but my desire is to 
empower them to have more available opportunities.” 

Doney’s English Club students recently surprised him with a full 
spread of Uzbek food. 

“Much of the culinary fare consisted of the kinds of items not sold 
in local restaurants, so it was a real treat to experience such authen- 
tic, homemade cuisine. Now they want me to prepare for them 
Louisiana food such as gumbo or jambalaya. Growing up, my father 
did all of the cooking, mostly south Louisiana and Cajun fare, so he 
is helping me with a recipe that uses the local Uzbek ingredients. So 
far, easier said than done’ 

Doney was also a guest of the U.S. Ambassador to Uzbekistan 
Jonathan Henick and his wife for a Thanksgiving event at their home 
for those in the Uzbekistan Fulbright program. 

Doney has made many friends who have traveled with him to out- 
of-the-way places and welcomed 
him into their homes. One family 
shared traditional Uzbek food ona 
kurpacha, a kind of floor mattress 
that Uzbeks use instead of a table, 
with men taking their meal in one 
room and women in another. 

Doney’s academic path has been 
anything but conventional. He was 
attending New York University-Abu 
Dhabi when COVID-19 protocols 
moved classes online. He took 
a leave of absence, returned to 
Alexandria and decided to travel 
to Tajikistan, for a two-week trip. 

He then enrolled at NSU to take 
classes remotely from Tajikistan and 
was there when the U.S. military 
withdrew from Afghanistan. With 
refugees pouring across the border 


An archaeological excavation 
site in Andijan, Uzbekistan 


to Tajikistan, he 
took the opportu- 
nity to collaborate 
with the govern- 
ment of Tajikistan 
in opening a 
language learning 
center where he 
taught English, 
while still taking 
online with NSU. 

Living and 
teaching abroad 
were not new to 
Doney. He was a 
math and English 
tutor in high 
school and was 
a study-abroad 
student in Taiwan. Eventually, he hopes to get a Ph.D. in linguistics or 
applied linguistics. 

“| plan to live abroad, but not necessarily to teach abroad in 
the long term,’ he said. “I hope to join the U.S. Foreign Service and 
become an ambassador one day. | love learning foreign languages, 
and | would like to help solve some of the world’s problems through 
diplomacy.’ 

An extension of his master’s thesis, his research investigates the 
pervasiveness of English in the linguistic landscape of other coun- 
tries, and the reactions of its citizens to the increasing prevalence of 
English in private settings and public signage such as street signs, 
store signs and billboards. 

“| have been learning Uzbek, and it has been extremely helpful. | 
have no problem now shopping, ordering food, hailing a taxi, and 
holding small conversations.’ 

The cost of living in Uzbekistan is the lowest in the world and 
most weekends are filled with Fulbright-related travel. 

“In addition to Namangan, the city where | live, and the many 
small towns | have visited, | have been to the cities if Andijon, 
Ferghana, Kokand, Tashkent, Samarkand and Bukhara. Riding in the 
Uzbekistan trains has been quite an experience.’ 

While in Bukhara this past semester, he presented a paper virtual- 
ly at a conference in Gainesville, Georgia.”| worried that | would not 
have the internet bandwidth available for my slides, but everything 
worked out perfectly. This was my third consecutive year presenting 
a paper at the Sigma Tau Delta regional conference, and this was 
my best experience. | also presented to Uzbek students at American 
Corner two weeks ago. American Corner is an English-language and 
culture outreach program sponsored by the U.S. Embassy.” 

“My Fulbright experience has been amazing, so much so that | am 
planning to do a second year as a Fulbrighter here in Uzbekistan, 
but in a different city, hopefully Samarkand. 

“What is important to me during my time in Uzbekistan is to make 
Uzbek friends. Fortunately, the Uzbek culture is very similar to the 
Tajik culture, so | feel very comfortable interacting with the locals 
here and have already made some Uzbek friends. Uzbeks are very 
courteous and friendly, except when they get behind a steering 
wheel. You take your life into your own hands when crossing a busy 
street here.’ 

Overall, Doney has found the experience profoundly rewarding. 

“lam very busy but having the time of my life.” 


Doney at Namangan State University 
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Ault documentary on Holocaust survivor earns Emmy nod 


Josh Ault, a journalism teacher at Spring Woods High School in 
Houston, was nominated for a 2024 Regional Emmy in the Mid- 
Atlantic Chapter under a new category, Solo Storyteller, for his 
production of “Never Again to Return to Poland,’a documentary 
that tells the story of 96-year-old Holocaust survivor Howard 
Chandler. 

In the summer of 2023, Ault joined a group of teachers and 
students with Classrooms Without Borders that traveled to Poland 
where they visited many Holocaust sites, including death camps. 

“96-year-old Holocaust survivor Howard Chandler, and his two 
daughters, Hedy and Bonnie Chandler, also traveled with us. They 
are from Toronto. Howard Chandler spent six months in Auschwitz 
before surviving a death march and being liberated. He survived 
the Holocaust with his brother. His father, mother, brother and 
sister were murdered,” Ault said. 

“| knew this seminar was going to be really special and that 
Holocaust survivors were not going to be around for much longer, 
so | wanted to tell Chandler's story,” he said. 


3 


Journalist and teacher Josh Ault, right, told the story of 96-year-old 
Howard Chandler, left, in the documentary “Never Again to Return 
to Poland.” 


He took a small handheld camcorder to document the trip to 
Poland. 

“| created a small documentary and it was posted on the 
Classrooms Without Borders website,” he said. He found out later 
the story had been nominated for a regional Emmy. 

“It was such an amazing experience going on this seminar and 
telling Mr. Chandlers story. | know it's one of the most important 
stories I'll ever tell. I’m glad his story is getting this recognition,’ 
Ault said. 

Ault graduated from NSU with a degree in journalism in 2004. 

‘ : : Before becoming a teacher, he was a TV reporter for 10 years, 
Ault pictured with Classrooms Without Borders Kate Lukaszewicz, working at five TV stations. 
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Education Programs Director, and Ellen Resnek, Educational To view “Never Again to Return to Poland,’ visit this website: 
Programs and Outreach Manager www.nsu.la/JoshAultfilm 


Medical Mission continued from page 6 


with an ultimate goal - to improve the lives of the people of San Raymundo. | personally learned a lot, particularly in adapting to different 
environments and providing safe and effective care despite limited resources.’ 

“| strongly encourage everyone to embrace and embark on this experience open-mindedly for a remarkable cause,’ Danso said. “The 
experience gained will be invaluable in my future practice as it reinforced my passion for serving these populations.’ 

“| will continue to feel confident when put in unfamiliar situations, as this trip tested my knowledge and skills with fewer resources than 
| typically have available. | will also continue to step out in faith and serve those who lack access to affordable medical care,’ Harms said. 

“| think everyone should seek opportunities to use the gifts that God has given them and the education they have received to enhance 
the well-being of the world,’ Navarre said. “If you can do anesthesia in Guatemala, there is not a hospital in the U.S. that you are unable to 
provide care in. You will be a stronger provider when you return.’ 

Information on Refuge International is available at refugeinternational.com. Information on Northwestern State’s DNP programs is 
available at www.nsula.edu/nursing/nursing-programs/. 
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ASHLEY HADLEY CARNER What is your best memory of 


Santa Fe, Texas Northwestern State? 

2005 | have many great memories 
at NSU, most of them with the 
volleyball team or other athletes 
within the athletic community 
of NSU. We spent a lot of time 
training and supporting each 
other in addition to sharing 

our different cultures and 
backgrounds with each other. It 
was a true melting pot of people 
and | enjoyed it immensely. 


Ashley Carner has been promoted from 
Chief Operations Officer to President / Chief 
Operating Officer of AMOCO Federal Credit Union 
effective January 1, 2025. Carner will manage all 
operational aspects of the Accounting & Finance, 
Administration, Operations and Technology 
divisions of AMOCO. 

Carner joined AMOCO in 2005 as a member 
service representative and was promoted to 
vice president of Operations in 2010, executive 
vice president of Operations in 2014 and Chief 
Operations Officer in 2016. 

In addition to an undergraduate degree in 


Did you have any special 
mentors or experiences you'd 
like to share? 

Greg Burke and Coach Leigh 


business administration, she holds a Master of Mullins were very important mentors for me while | was at 
Business Administration degree in Finance and Management NSU. Mr. Burke was the athletic director at the time and 
from Tulane University. She also received the Award of | was able to work for him my last semester at NSU as a 
Excellence during her studies at Southwest CUNA Management student aide. | learned a lot about management, marketing 
School at Texas Christian University. and culture. Coach Mullins pushed me to be a better, more 

Carner is also committed to the communities that AMOCO well-rounded leader and | am thankful that she pushed me 
serves as exemplified by her past and current engagement out of my comfort zone. 
and service for Houston Methodist Women’s Advisory Group, 

Association of Business & Professional Women, Santa Fe What are you most proud of? 

Economic Development Corporation, Higher Up Texas, SAVE In general, |am most proud of being a mom to my two 
Rescue, Independence Village, Santa Fe Chamber of Commerce amazing children, Hadley (11) and Hudson (9). 

and Clear Lake Chamber of Commerce. 

Carner resides in Santa Fe, Texas, with her husband Chad What did you learn or experience at NSU that you 
Carner and two children. probably wouldn’t have elsewhere? 

Headquartered in Texas City, Texas, AMOCO Federal Credit My experience with such a diverse group of people in the 
Union was founded as A Member Owned Cooperative Organi- athletic community was unique and | might not have had 
zation and for more than 86 years has been committed to its that opportunity if | hadn’t been part of the volleyball 
mission of “serving the financial needs of its member / owners.’ team at NSU. Additionally, while working in the athletic 
AMOCO is one of the “top 10” locally owned financial institu- department | had the opportunity to work with ESPN and | 
tions in the Houston/Galveston market. always love to tell people about it! | was only handing the 

Carner is a Texas native who attended NSU to play volleyball ESPN announcers their announcement cards for about 2 
her junior and senior years. hours, but as a 21-year-old, | worked for ESPN. 


MARTHA FRANCES BERRY 


Anacortes, Washington 
1970, 1978 


Martha Frances Berry checked in with the NSU Alumni staff all the way from Anacortes, Washington, north of Seattle. 

Berry grew up in Natchitoches, worked in her mother’s dress shop as a youngster and has fond memories of skiing on Cane River. 

A involved student at NSU, she was a member of Sigma Sigma Sigma Sorority and Purple Jackets. She graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree in mathematics and a minor in English in 1970 and earned a master’s degree in mathematics in 1978. 

After graduation, she taught in south Louisiana before going to work in the oil and gas field doing geophysical research work. 
She later moved to Houston to work for Exxon, then earned a second master’s degree in clinical psychology from the University of 
Houston-Clearlake in 1996 and began a career as a therapist in Houston and later Seattle. She now lives on Fidalgo Island, where she 
and her spouse are retired. 
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NSU alum taking the sports media world by storm 


By Kallie Bourgeois 
Current Sauce Sports Editor 


Students come to college with hopes of thriving in their career 
field, but it’s not every day one is named influential in their 
field just months after graduating. Hayes Fawcett changed that 
perception when the 2023 NSU graduate rose to the top in sports 
media. 

Fawcett, national sports reporter for leading media and 
technology company On3 Sports, was named one of the “Most 
Influential Figures in Sports” by Sports Illustrated. Standing 
alongside fellow On3 reporter Joe Tipton, the duo has more 
than 500,000 followers on Instagram and 300,000 on the social 
media platform X. Fawcett was shocked to receive the title for his 
coverage of college and prep athlete news. 

“When you read over that, you think it’s cool to be on this, 
and then you see people like Lebron James, Tom Brady, Patrick 
Mahomes and Tiger Woods,’ Fawcett said. “To see my name there 
alongside theirs — | mean like the title says, ‘one of the most 
influential people in sports’ — it was a surreal moment. | was 
extremely in awe.” 

From a young age growing up in Kinder, Fawcett's passion for 
sports has only grown, and he hasn't really known anything else. 

“Ever since | was about 5 years old, sports have always been a 
huge part of my life,” Fawcett said. “My parents got me into sports, 
and growing up, there was always a football game, basketball 
game or baseball game that | was playing in.” 

Fawcett began sports reporting in the seventh grade not 
knowing it would lead to his professional journalism career. 

“| started doing what | do, which is breaking news, where 
athletes are going to go to college and where players in the 
transfer portal are going to go to their next destination,’ Fawcett 
said. “I kept doing that until 
| built a big following on 


ONE} 


Joe Tipton and NSU alum Hayes Fawcett, right, listed among the 
“50 Most Influential Figures in Sports” for On3 Insiders by Sports 


Illustrated. (Photo submitted by Hayes Fawcett) 


getting news that needs to be broken during class. | would have 
to get on my computer and sneak in and do some work for the 
job while in class,’ Fawcett said. 

During his time at NSU, he enjoyed every minute of working on 
the various projects in the Department of New Media, Journalism 
and Communication Arts. 

“| tell people all the time if you're looking to get a communica- 
tions degree at Northwestern, then it’s really the place to be,” Faw- 
cett said.”You have so many different opportunities to get better 
in so many different realms of 
communication, and, on top of 


Instagram and Twitter [now 
known as X]. The boss and 
CEO of the company first 
made a company called 27 
Sports, ran it for a few years 
and then created On3.’ 


“| tell people all the time if you're looking to 
get acommunications degree at 
Northwestern, then it’s really the place to be.” 
— Hayes Fawcett 


that, a lot of the work you do is 
hands-on, so you really do get 
that real-world experience.” 
Thankful for his college 
education, he keeps looking 
forward to his future within the 


Fawcett started working 
for On3 Sports during the 
fall of his freshman year of college when the company first took 
off. 

“The CEO saw my work and saw the platform that | had, then 
reached out to me,’ Fawcett said. 

Fawcett worked full-time in college, which was very daunting 
with its challenges. 

“There were countless times where | would be in class, and I’m 


sports industry. 

“In terms of my job, I’m 
looking to continue to grow and report on news and be as good 
as | can be in all aspects of the job as possible,’ Fawcett said. “I just 
want to get better in every way that | can. It’s definitely enjoyable 
doing something that you love and are passionate about.” 


Kallie Bourgeois of Reserve is a sophomore communication major 
with minors in sociology and hospitality, management and tourism 
at NSU. This is her second-year writing for the Current Sauce, where 
she now serves as the Sports Editor. She looks forward to sharing her 
love for writing by interviewing coaches, athletes and anyone open to 
sharing their story. 


FOUNDATION NEWS. 


“Mr. NSU” Scholarship comes 
as a surprise to Allen Evans, 
a gift from his brother John 


John Evans (1993) of Natchitoches surprised his brother Allen 
Evans (1989) by establishing and naming a scholarship in his 
honor. The Allen Evans “Mr. NSU” Scholarship was announced 
during a reception that Allen and wife Serenity hosted in their 
Shreveport home for President James Genovese. 

“| wanted to do something for him and give back,” John said. 

“This scholarship was a complete surprise,’ Allen said. “John did 
this to get me back because his good friend Coach Bradley Dale 
Peveto conspired to get me to secretly fund the Big John Evans 
Walk of Tradition in the field house.” 

John was a defensive tackle on the 1988 Southland Conference 
Demon football team and has remained actively engaged 
with NSU Athletics and Alumni over the years. In 2013, Allen 
supported upgrades to the Athletic Fieldhouse, and surprised 
John by naming the second floor hallway, which houses offices for 
football, baseball and track, The Big John Evans Walk of Tradition. 
It features photos and memorabilia that highlight the history of 
NSU Athletics. 

Growing up in Natchitoches, NSU was a part of the Evans’ daily 
life. Allen and John’s parents are NSU graduates, as are two of their 
three sisters and their husbands. 

“In high school, we had our track and field practice and 
meets at NSU, | took college classes at NSU while in high 
school, and went to concerts in Prather Coliseum,’ Allen said. 
“Natchitoches and Northwestern are so intertwined, | couldn't 
imagine one without the other.’ 

As a business major at NSU, Allen held several offices in Kappa 
Sigma Fraternity and was active in the Interfraternity Council, The 
Current Sauce, the Student Government Association and the State 
Fair Committee. He was voted Mr. NSU in 1989. 

Some of his favorite memories are the Rally in the Ally and 
State Fair game vs. NLU after Tech ended the annual event and 
the Natchitoches Christmas Festival, always a time to reconnect 
with visiting alumni and fraternity brothers and introduce new 
NSU students to the annual tradition. He also recalled working 
with the Current Sauce staff, getting ad layouts done and meeting 
publication deadlines. 

“Tommy Whitehead, my boss and head of the journalism 
department at the time, provided guidance and leadership, and 
put a lot of trust in me to run the advertising management of 
the Current Sauce,’ Allen said. “Dr. Steve Horton was a couple of 
years ahead of me in my undergraduate years. He was president 
of our fraternity and also Mr. NSU. He was a great source of advice 
and insight regarding all aspects of college life, whether it be the 
Greek system, classes and professors, student government or just 
being a great role model.” 

During his student days, Allen befriended students from all 
parts of the state and enjoyed traveling to their hometowns for 
holidays to experience different traditions. 

“To this day I still run into people that | met, had class with, or 
hung out with while a student at Northwestern.” 

Allen has stayed involved with NSU by serving on the Alumni 


Wand 


John and Allen Evans 


Association board of directors, attending sporting events at home 
and away and attending fund raisers and reunions. 

John was also a member of Kappa Sigma. He currently serves 
on the Board of Directors of the NSU Alumni Association and is 
a recipient of the Joe Delaney Distinguished Supporter Award. 
John, his wife Kris and their children are faithful fans at NSU 
athletic events. 

“I'm just appreciative of my brother for honoring me with this,’ 
Allen said. “He is more diehard NSU than | am and has done and 
does so much more for NSU, so really any honor belongs to him.’ 
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Wilson and Mr. NSU Allen Evans 


seen G 


1989 Miss NSU Cindy 


NORTHWESTERN STATE UNIVERSITY 11 


mv tom’ Northwestern State 
ORDER OF - 1D 
42 N TV 


\ a] Tern Ch 
Gl WGul 


| 


TN ik 
4\) 


University Foundation § 10,000 


UOT 


1884 


Lilou 
DATE qluloy 


ACO 


DOLEARS 


FAUNA volunteers visited the Vet Tech lab to deliver a $10,000 donation. From left are Laurie Morrow, executive director for Economic Development 
and Advancement; Dr. Chris Lyles, director of the School of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics; Dr. Doug Landry, director of the 
Department of Veterinary Technology; Cammie Henry, a rescue dog available for adoption; donor and FAUNA volunteer Juanita Murphy, NSU President 
James Genovese and FAUNA volunteer Pearl “Shirley” Walker. 


Donors, animal advocates announce FAUNA Vet Tech scholarship 


Cammie Henry visited NSU's Depart- 
ment of Veterinary Technology to deliver a 
contribution and announce the Friends All 
United for Natchitoches Animals (FAUNA) 
Vet Tech Scholarship Fund. FAUNA is a 
Natchitoches-based animal advocacy and 
rescue group that has worked with NSU's 
Vet Tech program for about 15 years. 

Cammie is a friendly pit/terrier mix who 
accompanied FAUNA volunteers to the 
NSU Vet Tech labs. The $10,000 donation 
to the NSU 
Foundation, 
provided by 
donors Juanita 
and Mike 
Murphy and 
Pearl “Shirley” 
and David 
Walker, will 
assist students 
pursuing careers 
in veterinary 
technology. 

“The NSU 


Veterinary Technology program and FAUNA 
have had a long-standing cooperative 
relationship that benefits both the students 
and local rescue animals,’ said Dr. Doug 
Landry, department head. “Students are 
able to gain experience handling dogs 

and cats and perform essential hands- 

on skills necessary to become proficient 
veterinary technicians and graduate from 
the program.’ 

The Vet Tech program takes 5-6 rescues 
from FAUNA each semester. The animals 
are housed on the NSU campus and are 
cared for by students who learn to do 
physical exams, injections, catheters, 
radiography training and socialization. 
Murphy said Vet Tech students have saved 
about 40 dogs. They have space for cats as 
well but cannot take in wildlife or animals 
that are not current on vaccinations due to 
student safety regulations. 

“They usually become better socialized 
and receive some basic veterinary care, as 
needed, to hopefully achieve the ultimate 
goal of adoption and finding their ‘forever 


home’ soon thereafter,” Landry said. 

Cammie Henry, the pit mix, was dumped, 
along with three puppies, at Melrose 
Plantation, and taken in by FAUNA. She 
is about three years old, heartworm free, 
spayed and ready for adoption. Murphy 
said she is “the current queen of FAUNA” 
because of her gentle personality. 

“We are so thankful for Juanita Murphy 
and Shirley Walker's contributions to 
establish this endowed scholarship for 
Veterinary Technology students as it is 
the first endowed scholarship within the 
department that will be able to support 
students committed to the animal 
healthcare community.” 

To make a contribution to the FAUNA 
Vet Tech Scholarship, visit: 

www.northwesternstatealumni.com/ 
fauna-scholarship/ 

Information on NSU's Department of 
Veterinary Technology is available at 
www.nsula.edu/vettech/. Information on 
the NSU Foundation is available 
www.northwesternstatealumni.com/. 
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Stewart gives back to Northwestern State’s HHP Department 


In a previous edition of Alumni Columns, this donor was 
misidentified as a 1969 graduate of NSU, captain of the men’s 
basketball team and member of the N-Club Hall of Fame. That 
information was incorrect. 


Bill E. Stewart of Winnfield created a scholarship at 
Northwestern State University to benefit students in Health and 
Human Performance. The Bill E. Stewart Scholarship was created 
with a donation of $20,000 to the NSU Foundation and will be 
awarded to a student selected by the HHP department. 

“l love Northwestern and | wanted to give back,” Stewart said. 

Stewart earned a degree in Health and Physical Education 
with a concentration in teaching at NSU in 1977 and a master’s in 
Health and Physical Education with a concentration in recreation 
in 1978. As a student, he was a graduate assistant for Intramural 
Sports where he was immersed in overseeing IM programming. 
He recalled the positive influence of department faculty and 
administrators Dr. Buddy Bonnette, Dr. Robert Alost and Dr. Sam 
Coker. 

Stewart then spent 32 years as an educator, teaching physical 
education, U.S. history and driver's ed. He was a head track coach 
for Winnfield High School, LaSalle, C.E. Byrd and Caddo Magnet 
and served for six years at the Louisiana School for Math, Science 


and the Arts. When the Alabama 
School of Math and Science, a 
school similar to LSMSA, opened 
in Mobile, Alabama, he was hired 
as head of physical education and 
athletic director. The last 14 years 
of his career he spent teaching 
adaptive physical education in 
Caddo Parish. 

“Coaching was very rewarding 
and teaching PE for kids with 
disabilities using modified activities was very rewarding,’ he said, 
recalling positive outcomes of working with students ages 3-22. 

Stewart and his brother Bart Stewart, a 1970 NSU graduate, 
previously established an endowed scholarship at NSU. The Billie 
Nell Barton Scholarship in Nursing honors their mother who was a 
nurse for over 40 years. 

“| did some interesting things and wanted to give back to the 
university,” he said. He is now retired and resides on Saline Lake. 

“| enjoyed what | did and | love Northwestern.’ 

Information on NSU’s Department of Health and Human 
Performance, degree programs and career opportunities, is 
available at www.nsula.edu/hhp/. 


Baton Rouge. 


coutee-scholarship/. 


Coutee Scholarship fulfilled at $100,000 


A scholarship established in memory of Juanita Martinez Coutee has been fully endowed 
at $100,000. The scholarship was established last year in memory of Mrs. Coutee’s career, 
achievements and service. She passed away March 18, 2024. 

The Juanita Martinez Coutee Memorial Scholarship was established by her husband Ellis 
Coutee of Baton Rouge, along with family and friends, to continue Mrs. Coutee's legacy at the 
university and in the community. 

The scholarship will be awarded to a Catholic male or female student majoring in 
mathematics or accounting with preference given to students affiliated with the Diocese of 


Mrs. Coutee earned an undergraduate degree in business and mathematics in 1958 and a 
master’s degree in mathematics in 1960. 
Friends may contribute to the scholarship by visiting www.northwesternstatealumni.com/ 


THE NSU FOUNDATION WOULD LIKE T0 
ANNOUNGE THE FOLLOWING NEWLY 
ESTABLISHED SCHOLARSHIPS. 
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NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA 


Lola Walker Dunahoe Endowed Scholarship 
www.northwesternstatealumni.com/dunahoe-scholarship/ 


Edward C. Evans Health and Human Preformance Scholarship 
www.northwesternstatealumni.com/evans-hhp-scholarship/ 


Donald and Lenda Gates Scholarship 
www.northwesternstatealumni.com/gates-scholarship/ 


Dr. Joel Hicks Memorial Scholarship in Radiologic Sciences 
www.northwesternstatealumni.com/hicks-scholarship/ 


NORTHWESTERN STATE UNIVERSITY 13 


FOUNDATION NEWS 


New scholarship will support graduate students in biological sciences 


The NSU Foundation announced the Anne Barry Graves 
Endowed Superior Graduate Scholarship, a new fund dedicated to 
supporting graduate students in the Department of Biology and 
Microbiology. This scholarship, initiated with a $60,000 donation 
from Edna Anne Barry Graves of Lubbock, Texas, will be matched 
by the Louisiana Board of Regents, reaching a total endowment of 
$100,000. 

“This tremendous gift will significantly impact future students 
and programs that are currently in development in the depart- 
ment. This donation will go a long way to helping us create 
opportunities for students,’ said Dr. Chris Lyles, director of NSU’s 
School of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics, 

The Anne Barry Graves Endowed Superior Graduate Scholarship 
is the first of its kind for NSU’s Department of Biology and 
Microbiology. The scholarship aims to provide financial assistance 
to graduate students pursuing advanced studies and research in 
biological sciences. 

Graves created the scholarship through the NSU Foundation 
to honor her parents, Geneva “Bit” and Fredrick Barry. The 
Barrys were instrumental in supporting Edna and her brother's 
educational journeys, including her brother’s medical school 
education. Graves wanted to acknowledge their contributions 
and support future students in their academic pursuits. 

A native of New Orleans, Anne Barry Graves enrolled at NSU 
in 1968, earning a bachelor’s degree in biology education in 
1972. She had a distinguished career as a teacher, beginning 
at DeRidder High School and later teaching special education 
in Minden. Her career continued with 25 years at Sam Houston 
High School in Westlake. She earned a master’s degree in biology 
education from McNeese State University and taught several 
classes at the college level. 
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Graves's career 
extended beyond 
the classroom; she 
worked in various 
roles including 
as a medical lab 
technician and 
an instructor of 
human anatomy 
and physiology. She 
also engaged in 
numerous scientific 
and educational 
organizations at the 
state, national and 
international levels. 
Her achievements 
include a Fulbright 
Fellowship in Japan, 
multiple research 
programs and numerous awards recognizing her excellence in 
teaching and science. 

Graves father, Fredrick Barry, was a World War II veteran and 
a photojournalist, while her mother, Geneva “Bit” Barry, was a 
registered nurse with a long career in healthcare. 

For those interested in supporting the Anne Barry Graves 
Endowed Superior Graduate Scholarship, contributions can 
be made through the NSU Foundation’s website at www. 
northwesternstatealumni.com/graves-scholarship/. Additional 
information about NSU’s Department of Biology and Microbiology 
is available at www.nsula.edu/sciences/. 


Anne Barry Graves 


\| [I] | NORTHWESTERN STATE 


Northwestern State faculty and staff joined the cause to support NSU by individually donating $140 as part of the university's 140th 
anniversary campaign. From left are Jill Bankston, Doug Ireland, Dr. Marsha Hardy, Cole Gentry, Alan Pasch, Ron Williams, Yonna Pasch 
and Rachel Cunningham. Information on giving can be found at www.nsu.la/NSU140. 
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Throughout the 2024 N-Club induction ceremony, one themes stood out: relationships. The 
2024 induction program took place Oct. 26 in conjunction with Homecoming. All 15 athletes 
reflected on their times at Northwestern State with pride among their accomplishments, but 
most notably, the relationships they made while competing in Natchitoches. From left are 
Brad Hanson, Troy Conkle, Shannon Straty Heid, Gene Tennison, Michael Byars Dawson, Carlos 
Treadway, Nathan Black, Edgar Cooper, Olga Bazhanova Moore, Diamond Cosby Frierson, 
Hillarie Marshall Coleman, Janice Miller Moore, Samantha Ford Hatten, Ashlie Rodriguez and doland Rodriguez. The 2024 class was one 
of the largest induction classes in the history of NSU’s N-Club Hall of Fame with a total of 16 - two of whom could not attend their initial 
ceremony. The group was recognized on the field during the Homecoming football game. 
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On Saturday, February 15, 2025, history will be made at Prather 


Coliseum as Northwestern State University dedicates the 
basketball court in honor of Louisiana’s all-time winningest 
college basketball coach, Mike McConathy. 
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2024 Art Car ‘Bubble Gum River’ raises awareness for breast cancer 
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The 2024 Mazda Miata art car design project for students in the Department of Fine and Graphic Art made a statement about breast 
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cancer awareness while also incorporating themes of motion and color. Nelson Tamez of DeRidder created the design for the vehicle, titled 
“Bubble Gum River,’ incorporating the bright pink associated with breast cancer awareness as a tribute to his great aunt, who lost her battle 
with the disease. The vehicle was on display in front of A.A. Fredericks Auditorium during Christmas Gala week and through the end of the 
semester to showcase the talents and teamwork of NSU art students. From left are Tamez with students who helped execute the design, 
Harlee Manry of Cloutierville, Tatum VanderHey of Sulphur, Koda Shoemake of Morgan City and Cameron Murphy of Ruston, all members of 
Kappa Pi, the honor society for fine and graphic art. 


In Memory 


1951 - William “Bill” L. Stanberry Sr., 
Oct. 14, 2024, Minden 


1957 - Dorothy Havard Camp, 
Oct. 17, 2024, Kilgore 


1958 - Beverly Anthony Carter, 
Sept. 9. 2024, Colfax 


1958 — Winnie Landrum Bennett, 
Oct. 3, 2024, Woodworth 


1961 — Joy Cole Rucker, July 14, 2024, 
Shreveport 


1962, 1967, 1972 — Julia Chambers 
Hildebrand, Sept. 23, 2024, 
Flower Mound, Texas 


1963 — Barbara Robinette Dalme, 
Dec. 2, 2024, Lake Charles 


1965 - Linda Kay Logan Ebarb, 
Sept. 30, 2024, Zwolle 


1965 — Judith Elaine Young Ahearn, 
Aug. 1, 2024, New Orleans 


1968 — Linda Claudette Bolton Christie, 
July 23, 2024, Jacksonville, 
Florida 


1971 - Lola Dunahoe, Sept. 24, 2024, 
Natchitoches 


1972 — Michael McCain, Sept. 24, 2024, 
Natchitoches 


1975 —- Wesley “Bo” Levon Coffman, 
Nov. 22, 2023, Slagle 


1975 — Richard Joseph “Dick” Gremillion 
Sr., Oct. 26, 2024, Lake Charles 


1975 - Joe Beck Payne, Oct. 18, 2024, 
Natchitoches 


1980 - John Douglas Cox, 
Sept. 28, 2024, Elm Grove/Bryson 
City, North Carolina 


1980 - Mary Gene David McFadden, 
Oct. 28, 2024, Carthage, Texas 


1986, 1990 — Linda Doll Lee, 
Nov. 19, 2024, Natchitoches 


2006 — Dr. Joel Hicks, Oct. 18, 2024 
Dr. Hicks served in various 
administrative roles including clinical 
coordinator for Radiologic Sciences, 
the Director of the School of Allied 
Health, Assistant Dean, and Dean of 
the College of Nursing and School of 
Allied Health. 


2012 - Bryan Stamey, Sept. 20, 2024, 
Natchitoches 


Dr. Conrad “Curt” Kinard, Oct. 26, 2024, 
Natchitoches 
Dr. Kinard was a former chair of the 
Department of Special Education 
and Director of the Special Education 
Center. 


Marvin Wilmar Louis Ostberg, 
Nov. 18, 2024, Princeton, New 
Jersey. 
Mr. Ostberg was a former instructor of 
sociology. 


Janice Davis Scott —- Dec. 3, 2024, 
Marthaville 
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Guess Who 


The 1975 Potpourri pictured the new queen of the Winter Ball Court 
with the previous year’s queen. Can you name them? If so, email 
jacksonl@nsula.edu with your name, year of graduation and city of 
residence. 


From the Fall 2024 edition: Gentlemen who served as officers on the 
Interfraternity Council were Joe Davis, Mike Heibel, James Genovese, 
Dwight Boudreaux, Randy Bouknight and Cecil Campbell. 


Those who guessed correctly are as follows. 


Marc McNeal (1977) 

Stephni Farabee McNeal (1970), 
Marksville 

Alan Theriault (1971), Athens, Georgia 

Robert Curry Miller, Sigma Tau Gamma 
(1971), New Orleans 

Eddie Johnson (1971), Shreveport 

Jim Freeman, Sig Tau Gamma (1971), 
Napa, California 

James Odom, Kappa Alpha (1973), Scott 

Gary Digilormo (1976) 

Ken Guidry, Kappa Sigma (1972), 
Natchitoches 

Larry Wright (1971), Houston 


Looking Back 


With Northwestern State bringing 
back its Rodeo Team after more 
than 30 years, we take a look back at 
team members pictured in the 1982 
Potpourri. The team was established 
and began competition in the fall 
of 1981 in contests sanctioned by 
the National Intercollegiate Rodeo 
Association. NSU awarded rodeo 
scholarships to 13 students and 
joined 18 other colleges in Louisiana 
and Texas as members of the NIRA’s 
southern region. The team competed 
in 13 NIRA rodeos that academic 
year. Team members are, front row 
from left, Rhonda Brazil, Patricia 
Dunlap, secretary; Brian Thomas, 
president; Mark Frey, vice president, 
and Betsy Vincent. On the middle 
row are Stephanie Lafleur, Sharlon 
Barnes, Bret Bolich, Porter Craig, Jeff 
Campbell and Kent Darbonne. On 
the back row are Mark Mays, Jeff 
Bourgeois, Thad Cangelosi, Warren W. Frey, Don Yancey and Telena Hines. 

The Rodeo Team was resurrected in 2024 in response to student requests. Team advisor Dr. Michelle Morris is actively recruiting new 
team members. Current NSU students, incoming freshmen and transfer students who are ready to compete are welcome. For more 
information, contact Morris at paulselm@nsula.edu. 
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(40 Years Strong: 
Invest in Northwestern's 
Next Generation 


Join us in honoring a legacy of excellence and paving the way 
for tomorrow’s leaders. Your gift today fuels opportunities and 
innovation for the next 140 years. 


Visit www.nsu.la/NSU140 to give $140. 


